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Introduction to TeenSAFE
Who are we?
Why are we here?
What are the requirements of 
our graduated driver 
licensing law? 
What is TeenSAFE?
Why should you care?
What can you do about it?
Next steps
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The Murfreesboro Team!
Judge Ewing Sellers
Mayor Tommy Bragg 
Judge Donna Scott
Superintendent Harry Gill
Chief Glenn Chrisman
City Manager Roger Haley
Others
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Why are we doing this?

Murfreesboro 2001

608 young driver 
crashes
One death
170 injuries
437 PDOs
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1999-2001:   6% INCREASE IN 
CRASH SEVERITY

Crashes by Severity 1999-2001
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1999-2001:   Friday Night

Crashes by Day of the Week 1999-2001
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1999-2001:   3:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Crashes by Time of Day 1999-2001
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1999-2001:   Alcohol
Alcohol-Related Crashes by Year
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What happens in a crash?What happens in a crash?

Vehicle ImpactVehicle Impact

Human ImpactHuman Impact

Internal OrgansInternal Organs
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Prevention MeasuresPrevention Measures

Vehicle Protection and                 Vehicle Protection and                 
TechnologyTechnology

Roadway Construction Roadway Construction 
and Maintenanceand Maintenance

Road User Behavior Road User Behavior 

TeenSAFE



Changing Behavior:  What Works?

Education and Training
Practice
Good Laws, Like GDL
Public Education and Information
Highly Visible Enforcement
Peer Pressure
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Good Laws
Graduated Driver 

Licensing

Age
Practice
Curfew
Passenger 
Restrictions
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The Tennessee GDL
Graduated Driver Licensing:

What does it mean?

• Staged entry into driving
• Practice
• Restrictions
• Crash reduction
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Staged Entry
• Learners Permit:  Supervised Driving

– 15 or older
– Supervised driving
– Curfew:  10:00 pm – 6:00 am

• Intermediate License:  Going Solo
– 16 or older
– Passenger limit (1)
– Requirement to buckle up
– Curfew:  11:00 pm – 6:00 am
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Staged Entry

• Unrestricted Intermediate License
– 17 or older
– No crashes
– No citations

• Full Licensure
– 18 or older
– High school graduate
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Behavior Change SolutionsBehavior Change Solutions

PracticePractice
Obey Traffic LawsObey Traffic Laws
Slow DownSlow Down
Wear BeltsWear Belts
Pay AttentionPay Attention
Drive SoberDrive Sober
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Crash Dynamics:  SpeedCrash Dynamics:  Speed

Reduces reaction         Reduces reaction         
timetime

Increases severityIncreases severity

Reduces protectionReduces protection
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Speed KillsSpeed Kills
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PedestriansPedestrians
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Making the Case for Safety BeltsMaking the Case for Safety Belts

Expands Deceleration Time

Maintains Position

Prevents Ejection

50% Effective (with airbag)
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The Goal:  100% Belt Use

With your 
help, we 
can reach 
this goal!
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